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Mediterranean country that is friendly to us and which
might be disposed to take definite action against her. The
Egyptians, the Turks, and the Arabians, too, might give vent
to tie resentment they have harboured for years and rise
against her like a swarm of bees. The result would be that
England would have to sue for peace, being no longer able
to continue the fight.
In this connexion we are reminded of the clumsiness of
our own diplomacy, which turned the whole world against
us over the affair in Manchuria. If our military activities
had been more restrained, if our public opinion had been
more united, and if what our diplomatists said had been more
consistent with what our soldiers did, our negotiations with
America and at Geneva would not have been such a failure.
Cause and effect are like the spokes of a rotating wheel.
When the Japanese people come to consider how the
resentment of the Mediterranean peoples can be turned to
their advantage in a war with England, it behoves them
seriously and carefully to reflect on what has happened in
the past and to remember how much a diplomatic failure
may cost Japan. If they shut their eyes to these facts and in
the conceit of ignorance delude themselves that it is the
Pacific alone that counts, they will compass their own ruin.
Make friends with Turkey ! Curb that thoughtless and
aggressive attitude to Russia, and make common cause with
her against England ! Show sympathy with the Egyptian
movement for independence ! Never forget that if a
rapprochement with France is out of the question, this is the
best policy for us to adopt!
(3) British Naval Bases
What of the naval bases from which the Fleet that guards
the British Empire and its trade routes all over the world
can operate ? In this chapter only those in Home waters—
the Atlantic and the Mediterranean—will be mentioned:
those in the Indian Ocean and the Pacific will be left to the
next,
Home waters.
There is what appears to be an unnecessary number of
naval ports and bases distributed 'like twinkling stars*

